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dren depends

tions, the tastes of the child of to-day are the characteristics of the
an to-morTow.
Can the deficiencies of heredity be supplied by environment?
Are the child’s ideals, its mission, its very future, born with it? Will it
spite of molding, develop along the lines of its natural bent?
These and a thousand more are the questions Mrs. Francis H. Leggett

roposes that her experiment shall answer.
Selishness, conceit, thoughtlessness, egotism—these are the vices Mrs.

ggett dreads as ruin
The method she

nducts for the equalization of two foreign child natures, is worthy of most
erious consideration by parénts as well as scientists.
The opinions expressed in these pages by authorities competent to judge
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Mothers cannot consider too seriously the influences that surround the
1d at the age of impression

Perhaps—who knows-—the solution of all our vexatious moral questions
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Mrs. Leggett, with the wisdom that
marks the thinking woman, grasped
the dilemma by the horns as soon as
her little girl reached the observing
age, and began throwing about her
those subtle influences that tend against
self-consciousness and self-concentra-
tion of a child, whether in the home of
affluence or of poverty.

To understand Little France one must
know something of her mother. Shes has
been deseribed as a very beautiful wo-
man, tall, well proportioned, with large
dark eyes, which, when she talks, have
lights as golden as her voice. She
speaks' with the full deep contralto of
the ideal Englishwoman

In American soclety she holds a unique
8he fosters art and music, let-
ters and science, and at her social func-
tions one sees more pecple who are dis-
tinctly famous for some worthy accom-

FRANCE

positior.

plishme in fields kindred to these
for this pepe » pesifence than in any other place in America, not

the vacant and receptive brains of

the fate of nations The habits, ideals, the supersti-

ous.
has developed for their suppression, the experiment she

FRARNCE AND FLORENCE
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excepting the drawing rooms of other
social leaders
She has been called the Dbrainiest

a, probably because
1d - without accurate
t that comes
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woman 1Iin
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up for discussion
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she lives, reflec 10 tic good taste
and sense.
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Added to all this is a mysterious
charm about her personality which
draws people to her and makes them
her friends for life

She has been from cniidhood an om-
niverous reader, and for this reason is
able to meet liter and artistic people
upon their own und, and to their

great delight
A Millionaire Father.

Her husband, Francis H. Leggett, is
a millionaire and a prominent member
of the Metropolitan and other clubs.
He is proud of his wife and little daugh-
ter and his greatest delight is found in
making them happy.

Mrs. Leggett is as well known in Eng-
land as in America. and by sheer intel-
lectual merit and personal worth she
woni her way into the hearts of the most
exclusive social sets in London
When little came into

France the

world she became heir to wealth, po-
sition, unbounded parental lovs;, and a
healthful, happy little body that as it
grew older became very lovely and full
of life and spirit.

So beautiful dl this little bit of hu-
manity enfsld in the unconsciousness-of
all its blessings that her mother, pon-
dering over the future of a lovely child,
dreaded the coming of the hour when
she would awaken to the importance of
her role in 1 life, and, fearing that

> DO6S AND CALS

“A cheery nature, venturesomeness,
courage, a strong sense of her own
rights and pluck to fight for them were
essentials for our purpose.

‘We found al! these and more in a
charming child who baving lost her
mother a few months before was ripe
for kindness.

“We Invited her for a visit of two
months in the country, and shs re-
mained a member of the family and a
large part of its sunshine.

A Remarkable Experiment.
“The little girl was seven years old
and her name is Florence. She is now
eight and France is seven. They have
been sisters for a yvear. We took Flor-
ence into our home and hearts and sle
has been treated from the first exactly
as France was

“There is actually no difference be-
tween them. They play with the same
toys, study the same lessons, wear the
same clothes, think about the same
things, say the same prayers at night
and sleep side by side in the same sort
of little white hed They receive the
same good-night hugs rrom nurse, gov-

erness and mother. They both call me
mother
‘The result is that France has re-

tained all her unconscious unselfishness
stil! has the unbounded enthusiasm of

e SENSE OF COLOR AS YET

babyhood, is never lonely—and love
Florence with the adoration or a siste
“The two make the most
study

In Scotland they
are fairly accompl horsewomen

At Ridgely Manor they know the habi
of every horse on the place and ti

learned to

ed

ponies, dogs and cats follow them like

a small menagerie

“I am confident my
proving entirely succes
I wished to accomplish
of my own child is far more easily ac
complished in the training of both o
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“A MOVEMENT IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.”
By ROB:ERT MacDOUGALL.

Professor of Pyychelogy 1a New York University.

Y OPINION of Mrs. Leggett's experiment is not a personal

l one. It applies, instead, to all similar cases. T have been
much interested in this act of Mre. Leggett, because it i a
movement in the right direction.

It is a generally accepted thecry that children should have the
companionship of persons of their own age. There is a decided
advantage in a boy having the companionship of boys of his ~wn
age. In their play—which to us seems unimportant, but is surely
very important to the child—he is taught the value of his own pos-
sibilities.

He learns whether he can beat the other boy in a running race.
If he loses the race it hurts him, and he does all in his power to
win the next time. In that way the playful comrade is a stimu-
lus to hima. He learns whether he can talk better than the other
boy, and if he cannot he tries at once to improve himself. He learns
to judge of his own capabilities correctly as compared to those of
other children.

If he were to grow up alone he would have some idea of his
own possibilities, but necessarily an incorrect comparative one. He
would have compared himself to the growm persons about him, and
in this he would learn to undervalue himself.

. But having known some other boy very well he would compare
himself with that other boy and learn thereby that he had some
qualities that were above the average. Also that he had some vir-
tues that were below those of the other boy. And he would try to
improve himself so as to outrank the other fellow.
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This applies equally to a girl. In having a companion of her ;
< own age and sex she is trained mentally and physically. There is *
z something in the action of one mind upon another that is stimulat-
> ing. Doubtless both girls will improve faster under the conditions &
i put upon them by Mrs. Leggett than they would alone. :':
o I have no hesitancy at all in declaring that the experimenr will .;
% be a good thing for Mrs. Leggett’s daughter. 2
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them. Florence is brave, plucky, full
of adventure—all of which reacts upon
France.
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high, sliding down, with a drop of ten

feet. There was some hesitation, any
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A SMALL MENAGERIE

selfishness which is too often the heri-
tage of an only child, she decided the
one needful offset to this danger would
be the ¢ nship of another child
of the sa to share the benefits
and claim the to live and enjoy
and suffer all t small delights and tor

right

ments of nursery 1fe

She would borrow somebody else’s lit-
tle one, with who me antecedents, to
grow up wit This would har
bor tha nd Kindliness

eatened in the

moder
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Leggett agreed it was
to do. So did the English gover-
., though she admitted it doubled
her responsibilities. She, in fact, was the
first to see that her delicate, precious
charge neoded companiouship, 'and
peinted out that nothing would so de-
velop the loving nature—rub off the
cormers and make her feel she was but
ons of many—in this big world, Instead
of the only one which she wae faet be-
coming in the household.

“I wanted to find a natural, unaffect-
ed child,” saild Mrs. Legegatt in telling
the story to a writer foi this paper,
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A Complete Success.
I find it a
wonder every mother
about the world for
child who has the
give her own
"lorence is a typica an child
They read falrly, gilve of be-
coming exoellent musicians, sew well
and knit always when read to
"“They aré not allowed presents of
value, and make thelr own toys. They
draw very badly, have g grewsome sense
of color as yet. Thelr real, tangible life
is in Fairyland. There exists a sort ol
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“MRS. LEGGETT HAS SET A WORTHY EXAMPLE.

By- GEORGE W. MEEKS.

Superintendent of Burcau of Dependent Adults

THINK that Mrs. Leggett has set a worthy examp:e in adopting
this little girl as a companion for her growing daughter. I can
think of no fate as sad as that of the wealthy little girl with no
brothers and sisters of her own age to play with.
The little princess is obliged by her ecaste to remain in the house

if in the ecity, or in the immediate companionship of a mature
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nurse or governess. There is no happy, free play for her, except with
g 8 - - v ox s <
persons much older. She grows up with the idea that she 10t the &
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mental equal of any one she comes in contact with. Whoever she
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meets she has the idea pressed home upon her mind that she

not equal them in any one thing.

If she has the companionship of 2 clild of her own age she

pits her strength of mind and body against that of her friend, and

now and then has the gladdening know!.dge that she is the equal

of at least one human being in the world. This teaches her respon-
sibility. It teaches her human kindness.

Tt is said that every one should have at least two real friendships:
One the friendship of a person older than himself—this keeps him
up to his greatest possibilities; the other, the friendship of a per
person younger—this kesps him young in heart and in tesch with the
lost youth that we all look back to with so much longing. In our
work as caretakers for the dependent of the great city we are fre-
quently thrown into contact with beautifui children in the homes

f the poor; children who have great possibilities; children who, if

+1

o ofe ofo oo oo oo oo s

L

.,
¥

e e sfeoeuife o oo b deento oo el e ool deode oo e oo e

oo e sfeofeodeds oo ofeofocfoceofe e oo

‘:<{ rear 1 \"HULE

grow up to

and nation.

O

city

L ‘4-

{




